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CONFIDENTIAL USNATO 07078 
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E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR NATO 

SUBJECT: NATO TRADE OPPORTUNITIES - THREE PROJECTS IN 
ITALY 

REFS: (A) ROME 13167, 181200Z JUL 78, (B) STATE 182972, 

192144Z JUL 78 

1 . PROJECTS REFERRED TO IN REF A INCLUDE (1) FIVE 
AIRCRAFT SHELTERS AT AVIANO AIRFIELD, (2) SECURITY 
IMPROVEMENTS OF MUNITIONS STORAGE (LRSP) AT FOUR SITES, 

AND (3) FIRE FACILITIES FOR WEAPONS SECURITY IMPROVEMENTS 
AT AVIANO. WE BELIEVE THAT AT LEAST MARWAIS STEEL WOULD 
BE INTERESTED IN PROJECT (1), AND THAT SEVERAL US FIRMS 
WOULD BE INTERESTED IN THE DETECTION DEVICES INVOLVED IN 
PROJECT (2). PROJECT (3) APPEARS TO BE PRINCIPALLY CIVIL 
ENGINEERING WORKS AT A TOTAL OF $200,000 AND HENCE OF 
LITTLE INTEREST TO US FIRMS. 

2. THE ITALIAN REP TO THE PAYMENTS & PROGRESS (P&P) 

COMMITTEE PRESENTED DOCUMENTS ON THESE THREE PROJECTS AT 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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THE MEETING OF 29 JUNE. ALL DOCUMENTS STATED THAT COPIES 
OF THE NOTIFICATION HAD BEEN FORWARDED TO MEMBER NATIONS' 
EMBASSIES IN ROME. THE COMMITTEE'S REACTION HAD BEEN TO 
NOTE THE ORIGINAL CLOSING DATE FOR SUBMISSION OF STATE- 
MENTS OF INTEREST ON 30 JUNE, OBVIOUSLY UNREALISTIC. THE 
ITALIAN DELEGATE AGREED AT THAT TIME TO EXTEND THE DATE 
TO 20 JULY. US REP (MULLEN), ASSUMING VERACITY OF ITALIAN 
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STATEMENT CONCERNING DISTRIBUTION TO EMBASSIES, EXPECTED 
THAT NORMAL CHANNELS WOULD BE FOLLOWED. WE HAVE VERIFIED 
WITH THE ITALIAN REP (PASSERINI) THAT THE MINISTRY OF 
FOREIGN AFFAIRS HAD NEGLECTED TO MAKE THE DISTRIBUTION 
AS PROMISED. IT WOULD APPEAR THEREFORE THAT MFA WOULD 
BE AMENABLE TO A FURTHER EXTENSION OF TIME LIMIT SUBJECT 
TO AGREEMENT BY USAEDE, WHO WILL BE THE CONSTRUCTION 
AGENT FOR THESE PROJECTS. BENNETT 
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